Project Description Park Zone 3

The project envisages the redevelopment and landscaping of the southern part of Troikata
Square, the creation of a small garden and an open-air market, the structuring of Baba
Ganka Square around a roundabout and a fountain, as well as the connection of Park Zone 3
with the Sea Garden and the sea through a shared pedestrian space.

The park serves the city, its residents, and its visitors. The focus is on integrating vegetation
into the urban center and creating an emblematic plant landscape, reminiscent of historic
gardens from different eras. The concept is based on working in three dimensions, with the
three project zones corresponding to the peripheral promenade paths, the central square,
and the park amphitheater.

The main Arts Square forms a direct connection to the NHK Cultural Center and Troikata
Square. It represents a contemporary agora in the heart of the city—a meeting place and a
true urban stage, hosting temporary exhibitions and large-scale events.

The large amphitheater located on the landscaped roofs of the two buildings is accessible to
the public—a lyrical and powerful gesture. It offers visitors extraordinary views of the sky
and the city that do not currently exist.

The peripheral promenade paths connect the park to seven small, poetic squares dedicated
to the arts, as well as to four entrances arranged diagonally in a cross formation. Park Zone
3 is defined as a space framed by a colonnade with caryatids and a pedestrian gallery
positioned at a height of 3 meters. This gallery functions as a canopy, lighting element,
information system, and elevated walkway for visitors.

The underground levels of the project—the invisible part of the iceberg—are arranged on
two levels. They are entirely rectangular and follow the outlines of the existing retaining
walls, thus saving costs for excavation and structural reinforcement. The optimal elevation
for the lowest underground level is 5 meters above sea level, or =7.00 m, as the project’s
zero level is set at +12.00 m above sea level, corresponding to the average elevation of the
surrounding terrain.

The building is constructed in reinforced concrete, with a structural grid of 8.10 m and slabs
with a thickness of 30 cm. This allows for an underground parking garage with 165 parking
spaces on the second basement level (-7.00), accessed via a double ramp. The first
basement level (—4.00) provides parking for an additional 45 vehicles, accessed by a single
ramp. With a clear height of 3.70 m, this level also allows for servicing by small trucks.
Storage areas, archives, and technical rooms are located here. The underground levels are
shared by both the cultural center and the administrative building, providing a direct
internal connection. These levels are rational, functional, and precisely meet the
requirements of the brief in terms of organization, function, and area.

The above-ground volumes of the buildings are oval in shape, with amphitheatrically sloped,
landscaped roofs. This allows them to harmoniously integrate into the diverse urban context
and enables visitors to move fluidly through the green spaces. At the same time, the green



roofs act as an extension of the park, transforming the entire complex into a rich and
memorable park experience.

The building forms also correspond to their function, as more than two-thirds of the above-
ground program must be located on the ground floor to ensure easy public access to halls
and other public spaces. Media-transparent mesh facades are installed, allowing high-
guality multimedia projections at any time of day and supporting the vibrant cultural life of
the complex. The maximum building height is 17.70 m, fully complying with height
regulations. Technical installations for ventilation and air conditioning, as well as rainwater
storage tanks serving the cascading green roofs, are located beneath the roof structures.

The large halls are located at the heart of each building and are connected to the central
Arts Square through spacious glazed foyers. All primary and secondary spaces are arranged
around them, making the buildings highly functional and convenient for artists, staff, and
visitors alike. Administrative areas, the educational block, and staff facilities are located on
the upper floors.

We propose that the cultural center be named Burgas Art as an institution. Its core is a large
multifunctional hall, adjacent to a chamber hall; together they can be combined and
function as a single space thanks to 6-meter-high movable soundproof panels, creating a
560 m? polyvalent hall. An additional chamber hall is also proposed at the underground
level; it is rectangular in shape and not included in the original brief.

The project’s greatest asset lies in the large Arts Square and the amphitheater, which enable
a rich and diverse cultural program—from exhibitions and screenings to large-scale outdoor
events for up to 2,500 visitors.

Beyond its programmatic dimension, the project represents an opportunity to develop a
unique architectural vocabulary, where architecture becomes the foundation of an
emblematic landscape supported by cultural programs at various scales. The ecological
connections established with the surrounding area will contribute to urban biodiversity
while strengthening the city’s green heritage.

Existing / Allowed Proposed

Indicator
Building footprint (GFA at ground level) 2,700 m? 2,510 m?
Gross floor area (GFA) 4,000 m? 3,945 m?
Gross floor area — basements 16,200 m? 9,146 m?
Landscaped area 5,400 m? 5,515 m?
Underground parking 210 cars —

Squares and pedestrian paths — 1,880 m?



